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Monthly News Review is prepared by the Oklahoma Climatologicd Survey. Its purpose is to
provide a summary of weether and climate news or related issues that may help guide policy-
makers in the Oklahoma Weather Center. Along with westher, climate, environmentd, and
science issues, the review includes issues on the nationa and date agendas and events that affect
magor busnesses in Oklahoma that bear some reaion to demands for wesather-related
information. The summaries and any opinions expressed herein are those of the author, and in no
way reflect positions of the Oklahoma Climatologica Survey or the University of Oklahoma.



NATIONAL

Budget reconciliation (National Journal 4/16/2003) — The House and Senate have been unable
to come to terms on a budget reconciliation bill that would accommodate a tax cut. Earlier, the
Senate passed a hill that limited the tax cut to $350 hillion, while the House passed the
president's full request of $726 hillion. After much parliamentary maneuvering, it appears tha
absolutely nothing has been resolved. While legidative leaders planned to work out the
differences in conference, the conference committee chairman, Charles Grasdey, had cut a ded
with Republican holdouts on the larger tax cuts to keep the conference bill to $350 million. At
that point, House Speaker Dennis Hastert, said that the House and Senate leadership had a dedl
and that the conference chairman was irrdlevant. In the end, the budget bills had little to do with
reconciliation.

http://www.govexec.com/dailyfed/0403/041603bb.htm

Energy bill debate heats up again (AP/Oklahoman 4/12/2003) — The House of Representatives
approved an energy bill that includes $19 billion in tax bresks for energy companies and power
producers and includes language that opens up oil exploration in parts of the Arctic Nationd
Wildlife Refuge (ANWR). In the budget reconciliation debate, the Senate rgected a provison
for ANWR drilling. Also, the incentives in the Senat€'s tax measure are focused more on
renewable energy, while the House energy hill focuses more on fossl fuds. The House dso
rgected a proposd that would increase fud efficiency standards for sport utility vehicles and
omitted continuation of the $2,000 tax credit for hybrid vehicles. The Senate is expected to take
up energy legiddion in May.

Solar power added to energy bill (Government Executive 4/17/2003) — An amendment to the
Energy Policy Act of 2003 (HR 6) provides $263 million over the next five years to ingdl
photovoltaic solar eectricd systems in federa buildings. The legidaion requires inddlaion of
20,000 systems by 2010.

http:/Aww.govexec.comvdailyfed/0403/041703t1.htm

State and local officials question homeland security price tag (Nationa Journd 4/21/2003) —
Stae and locd officds ae finding a way to manage homeland security preparedness with
limited resources. When the nationd dert leve was raised to orange in March, S. Louis officids
checked locd information sources more frequently rather than paying for police overtime. The
U.S. Conference of Mayors estimates that cities spend $70 million more on homeland security
every week when the threst leve is changed from Ydlow to Orange. Some officids worry that
the money isT't beng wel-spent. Cities that are more attractive targets clam the need for federa
assgance, and are among the least inclined to look a cost-benefit anadyses of dforts. Both the
Office of Management and Budget and the Genera Accounting Office are looking at cost-benefit
andyses for homdand security, and by summer may have some advice to give to cities and
dates. However, cost-benefit andyses in security are difficult. H. Keth Horig, a risk-
management expert & Canegie Mdlon Universty, cdls it “the JdI-O problem”, in which
changing security dtructures dways leave a vulnerability to which terrorists will gravitate, much
like “squishing JI-O in your had.” Academics are devisng modes of terrorist groups, likely
targets, and weapons to assist in risk management decisons.
http://mwww.govexec.com/dailyfed/0403/042103nj1.htm




Senator seeks flexibility for first responders (Congress Daily 4/28/2003) — Senator Susan
Cdllins (R-ME) says that the current Structure for funding state and loca preparedness is too
redrictive. Present practices require that every state must spend the same percentage on each
category — 70% for equipment, 18% for exercises, 7% for planning, and 5% on training. Callins
is sponsoring two  bills designed to increase flexibility and coordination with gtate and locd
officids. One bill would provide more discretion to how state's money is dlocated and the other
would move the Office of Domestic Preparedness to directly under the Homeland Security
Director. Both bills have the adminigration’'s backing, according to a committee spokesman.
Director Ridge has dso sought to change the funding formula from drictly population-based to
reflect additiond measures of vulnerability or likelihood of attack. Senator Coallins colleague,
Olympia Snowe (R-ME) dso introduced legidation that would alow jurisdictions to use up to 20
percent of equipment funds for traning personnd on use of tha equipment and would dlow
dates to use funds for planning and support of smaler communities.
http://mwww.govexec.com/dailyfed/0403/042803cdaml.htm

Homeland tech to specify research areas (Naiond Journd’s Technology Daily 4/22/2003) —
Charles McQueary, who is in chage of science and technology a the Homeand Security
Depatment, expects to announce new opportunities for research. Homeland Security has
requested reprogramming $200 million from a fiscad 2003 Defense Department appropriation to
use on radiologicd, chemica, and systems engineering areas. The department is open to new
ideas, but wants to see how proposals fit within the larger system of nationa security.
http://www.govexec.com/dailyfed/0403/042203td1.htm

‘Homeland Security’ used to justify budget requests (National Journa 4/7/2003) — Nearly
every fiscd year 2004 budget request is related in some way to Homeand Security, according to
House Approprigtions Committee Charman Bill Young (R-FL). Senator John McCain (R-AZ)
likens the bandwagon effect to “war profiteering.” Rep. Harold Rogers (R-KY), charman of the
House Appropriations Homeland Security Subcommittee, noted that the pand has a “large and
undefined misson” when determining what to fund. At the heart of the issue is how funding in
the supplementd appropriations bill will be spert, paticulaly as to whether funding will be
directed to projects or locations specified by Congress or whether the adminigtration will have
flexibility in determining what projects to fund. The White House views these as ‘Congressond
earmarks’ while Congress views them as necessary provisons as the body that authorizes
expenditures. “We didn’t just create huge dush funds for agencies,” remarked Chairman Y oung.
http://mwww.govexec.com/dailyfed/0403/040703nj2.htm

Homeland Security allots $100 million for preparedness (Government Executive 4/8/2003) —
The Homdand Security Depatment announced the availability of $100 million for emergency
preparedness in mgor U.S. cities, on top of previous funds. The funds can be usad for improving
the ability of loca governments to prepare for and respond to potentid threats, including terrorist
activities. In addition, the emergency preparedness and response directorate will be divided into
four disciplines preparedness, mitigation, response, and recovery, dong the lines of traditiond
emergency management dructures. Other initiatives include the Nationd Incident Management
Sysem (NIMS) to coordinate response cgpabilities among various governmental arenas and
$200 million to update the nationd flood-mapping system.
http://www.govexec.com/dailyfed/0403/040803td2.htm




Power shifts to executive branch (Nationd Journa 4/7/2003) — Nealy ten years after Bill
Clinton argued that he was Hill rdevant, the pendulum of power has swung back to the executive
branch. Led by an assartive presdent, the executive branch has dominated the Congressond
agenda, setting the tone for what is to be debated. Increased presidentiad power is more than a
result of the usud wartime ghift, it is symptomatic of an adminidration willing to take initiatives
and a Congress faling to exercise the powers given to it by the Conditution. While congressmen
have been criticd of adminidration proposals, it has not aggressively exercised its oversight
authority. According to James Lindsay with the Brooking Inditution, “the imperid presdency
may have gone into remisson after Vietnam, but it didn't die” Higtorians and politica scientists
note the congant flow of power between the two branches, with presdentia authority greatest
during the height of the cold war in the 1950s and 1960s and then Congress reasserting itsdlf
after Vietnam and Watergate. Members of Congress adso point to the persstent ‘stonewalling' of
adminidration officids, noting they have often resorted to thregts, subpoenas, and even lawsuits
to get officids to tedtify.

http://www.govexec.com/dail yfed/0403/040703nj 1.htm

‘Fast Track’ reorganization authority (Government Executive 4/3/2003) — House Government
Reform Committee Charman Tom Davis (R-VA) is pushing to reindtate the presdent’'s authority
to reorganize federal agencies. The provison, established in the 1932 Economy Act, granted
executive branch officids broad powers to reorganize agencies while limiting debate in
Congress. Presdent Reagan let the authority lapse in 1984. According to OMB officids, without
fadt-track authority, presdents lack the “ability to bring sense to the chaos tha is the federd
government.” The Nationd Commisson on the Public Service endorsed fadt-track authority in
its January 7 report, and it is a key component of Presdent Bush’'s management agenda. Federa
union leaders express concerns about the ability for employees and other government
dekeholders to provide input, which is usudly channded through committee hearings As an
example, Colleen Kdley, presdent of the Nationd Treasury Employees Union, cites the recent
creation of the Homeand Security Depatment. Presdent Bush's proposd did not include
whistleblower protections, a provison that was only added after lengthy congressond debate.
Comptroller Generd David Waker suggested that perhaps separate laws could suffice, in which
ubgtantive reorganizations require full congressiond input and debate, while trandferring
agencies to new organizationd dructures may not. [Note: The article notes that fast-track
authority was in place from 1932-1984 ... a period that was not noted for restraint on the growth
of bureaucracy, and in fact necessitated civil service reforms (1978) to allow the president more
control of agencies.]

http://www.govexec.com/dailyfed/0403/040303al.htm




Status of L egidation (newly added to report; action noted; legidation passed; legidation failed):

HR 6 — “Energy Policy Act of 2003° — Introduced 4/7/2003 by Rep. Tauzin [LA-3]; passed
House 247-175 on 4/11/2003; Placed on Senate Legidative Cadendar 5/5/2003; Omnibus
enggy legidaion induding: Divison A — Enegy and Commerce - (Title 1) Energy
Consarvation, (Title 1) Oil and Gas, (Title 11I) Hydrodectric, (Title 1V) Nuclear Matters,
(Title V) Vehides and Fues, (Title VI) Electricity, (Title VII) Motor Fues, (Title VIII)
Automobile Effidency, (Title IV); Divison B — Science, Research and Development —
Energy Efficdency, Didributed Energy and Electric Energy Sysems, Renewable Energy,
Nucler Energy, Fossl Energy, Science, Energy and Environment, and Management.
(Present bill stands at 780 pages).

HR 135 — Introduced by Rep. Linder [GA-7] on 1/7/2003; Referred to House (1) Resources
and (2) Trangportation and Infrastructure Committees; Hearings held in Resources
Subcommittee on Water and Power (4/1/2003) and forwarded to Full Committee by Voice
Vote Sill in Trangportation and Infrastructure  Subcommittee on Water Resources and
Environment with Hearings Held 5/7/2003; Edtablishes the “Twenty-Firs Century Water
Commisson” to study and develop recommendations for a comprehensive water drategy to
address future water needs.

HR 238. “Energy Research, Development, Demongration, and Commercia Application Act
of 2003" — Introduced 1/8/2003 by Rep. Boehlert [NY-24]; Referred to House Resources and
Science committees; Referred to subcommittees, supports energy  research, reduce
consumption from imported sources, improve energy efficiency and supply, reduce
environmentd impacts, aid domestic production, and stimulate markets for advanced energy
technologies.

HR 268: “United States Wesather Research Program Act of 2003” — Introduced 1/8/2003 by
Rep. Ehlers [MI-3]; Refared to House Committee on Science, Subcommittee on
Environment, Technology and Standards; authorizes appropriations for the Weether Research
Program for fisca years 2004-2006; sets research priorities including forecasts of srength
and landfdl of hurricanes, improving forecasds of heavy precipitation and winter storms,
improving flood forecasing and warning systems, improving short and medium-range (2-14
day) forecasts, and examining societa and economic impacts, including evauaing methods
for delivering information to users and assessing socia and economic impacts.

HR 460: “Wildfire Prevention Act of 2003° — Introduced 1/29/2003 by Rep. Hayworth [AZ-
5]; Referred to House Agriculture and Resources committees, Referred to subcommittees,
establishes Inditutes to conduct research on the prevention of and restoration from wildfires
in theinterior Wes.

HR 748: - Introduced 2/12/2003 by Rep. Udal [CO-2]; Referred to House Committee on
Resources;, Comment requested from CEQ; requires Council on Environmenta Qudity to
conduct a study on urban sprawl and smart growth.



HR 1346 — Introduced in House 3/19/2003 by Rep. Turner [OH-3]; Referred to House
Committee on Government Reform and Reported favorably (3/20/2003); Referred to House
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure; encourages Federa procurement policies
that enhance energy efficiency and reduce dependency on non-renewable energy sources.

S 17: “Globad Climate Security Act of 2003" — Introduced 1/7/2003 by Sen. Daschle [SD];
Referred to Committee on Environment and Public Works, initiates federal actions to reduce
risks from climate change to the economy, the environment, and qudity of life (contans
magor provisions of climate change amendments to Energy Policy Act of 2002).

S 118 “Emergency Warning Act of 2003" — Introduced 1/9/2003 by Sen. Edwards [NC];
Refered to Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation; provides for
development of an al-hazards public warning system.

S 139: “Climate Stewardship Act of 2003" — Introduced 1/9/2003 by Sen. Lieberman [CT];
Referred to Committee on Environment and Public Works, provides for scientific research on
abrupt climate change, establishes greenhouse gas emissons tradegble alowances that could
be used interchangeably with passenger fud economy dandard credits, limits greenhouse gas
emissonsin U.S,, and reduce dependence upon foreign ail.

S 194: “Nationd Greenhouse Gas Emissons Inventory and Registry Act of 2003" —
Introduced 1/17/2003 by Sen. Corzine [NJ]; Referred to Committee on Environment and
Public Works, edablishes and inventory of greenhouse gas emissons and encourage
voluntary reductionsin emissions.

S 196 - Digitd and Wirdess Network Technology Program Act of 2003; Introduced in
Senate 1/17/2003 by Sen. Allen [VA]; Passed Senate 97-0 (4/30/2003); Referred to House
(1) Science and (2) Education and Workforce Committees, establishes $250 million program
in National Science Foundation to improve access to and use of digital and wirdess network
technology a minority-serving  inditutions,  indudes  efforts to  increese sdientific,
mathematicd, engineering, and technology instructions and research.

S 212RFH: “High Plains Aquifer Hydrogeologic Characterization, Mapping, Moddling and
Monitoring Act” — Introduced 1/23/2003 by Sen. Bingaman [NM]; Passed Senate by
Unanimous Consent (4/7/2003); Referred to House Committee on Resources, Subcommittee
on Water and Power; Executive Comment requested from Interior; authorizes the Secretary
of the Interior to cooperate with the High Plains Aquifer States to conduct a hydrogeologic
characterization, mapping, modeling and monitoring program for the aquifer (origindly
introduced in House in 2002).



S 321 — Firefighting Research and Coordination Act; Introduced in Senate 2/5/2003 by Sen.
McCan [AZ]; Referred to Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation; Hearings
held on 4/30/2003; provides for development of new technology and methods (*a scientific
bass’) for new firefighting technology standards, improve coordination and training, and
improving response to emergencies.
> Rdated Bill (identical): H.R. 545; Introduced in House 2/5/2003 by Rep. Camp [MI-
4]; referred to House Committee on Science, Subcommittees on (1) Environment,
Technology, and Standards, and (2) Research.

S 515 - Introduced in Senate 3/5/2003 by Sen. Crapo [ID]; Reported favorably from
Committee on Environment and Public Works 4/9/2003; Would provide additiond authority
to the Office of EPA Ombudsman, making the office independent within the agency.
> Rdated Bill (identicd): H.R. 347; Introduced in House 1/27/2003 by Rep. Bilirakis
[FL-9]; referred to House Committee on Energy and Commerce, Subcommittee on
Environment and Hazardous Materids (2/3/2003).

S 791 — Introduced in Senate 4/3/2003 by Sen. Inhoffe [OK]; Reported favorably (4/9/2003)
by Environment and Public Works Committee; would amend Clean Air Act to establish a
renewable fuels program and set standards by 2005, encourage the use of ethanol, and phase
out MTBE.



AGENCY NEWS

Army Corps plans major reorganization (Government Executive 4/29/2003) — The Army
Corps of Engineers will prepare a restructuring plan this summer, which will be findized by
October 1, according to Lt. Gen. Robert Flowers, the agency’s chief. A draft plan has been
developed, based on input from lawmakers, cusiomers, leadership, and employees. The Corps
last underwent a reorganization in 1997, when twelve divisons were consolidated into eght.
Management funds have been level since 1994, and when factoring inflation has actudly reduced
avalable funds by 30 percent, leading to dimination of aout 500 full-time postions The plan
would devolve implementation decisons to divison officess while focusng naiond
headquarters on policy and planning missons.

http://Awww.govexec.com/dailyfed/0403/042903al.htm

NOAA reeases new strategic plan (NOAA 3/31/2003) — The Nationa Oceanic and
Atmospheric Adminigration released its new drategic plan. The process of formdizing the plan
included a series of regiona mestings to alow stakeholder input and public comment. The plan
uses a flexible, rolling horizon rather than a fixed time span, the latter of which is more typica of
agency five-year plans. The gods and actions will guide NOAA'’s drategic managemert process.
The plan focuses on improving the hedth and productivity of coastd and ocean ecosystems,
better predicting climate, weether, and water changes for decison makers, and improving the
safety, efficiency, and environmenta compatability of commerce and transportation. The plan
supports the presdent's Management Agenda and seeks to strengthen integration across the
agency, increase efficiency, and promote increased responsveness to customer needs. The
drategic plan is available from the NOAA webste: http://www.osp.noaa.gov/.
http://mwww.publicaffairs.noaa.gov/rel eases?003/mar03/noaal3038.html

NOAA brings new webste on line (NOAA 4/21/2003) — The Nationa Oceanic and
Atmospheric Adminigration brought a redesigned webdste online. The web dte replaces an
ealier verson that PC Magazine dubbed one of the dtes “you won't be able to imagine life
before them.” The dte includes front-page links to weather conditions, beach temperatures,
navigation charts, droughts and fire westher information, and satelite images of world events.
NOAA’sweb steis: http://www.noaa.gov.

http://www.publicaffai rs.noaa.gov/rel eases?2003/apr03/noaad3043.html

NOAA breaks ground on new satellite center (NOAA 4/11/2003) — The Nationa Oceanic and
Atmospheric Adminigration and Generd Services Adminigtration broke ground on a new $61
million Sadlite Operations Center in Suitland, Maryland. The new building, scheduled to open n
2005, will house environmental saelite operations. The new facility will replace the operaions
fadlity currently located in a World War Il-era building. The facility will provide command,
control, and communications for NOAA’s GOES and POES saelite and the Department of
Defense Meteorologicd Satdlite Program (DMSP). Planned NPOES and GOES-R  series,
expected to launch in 2012, will dso be operated from the new building. The fadlity will dso
process satellite data to support research and operations. Severa searchrand-rescue programs
will dso use the facilities to locate emergency beacons.

http://www.publicaffai rsnoaa.gov/rel eases2003/apr03/noaad3042.html




White House cybersecurity chief resigns (Government Executive 4/22/2003) — Howard
Schmidt, the top White House cybersecurity officid, announced his resignation effective & the
end of April. Schmidt, who had been on the job only four months, is leaving to pursue a career in
the private sector. Some speculate that the office will be diminished in importance in the wake of
Schmidt's departure. Some technology experts admonished the White House to use its leverage,
such as agency purchases, to force the private sector to develop more secure products. Others
have advocated |etting the market take control of security issues.
http://www.govexec.com/dailyfed/0403/042203n1.htm

Senate committee expands power of EPA ombudsman (CongressDally 4/10/2003) — The
Senate Environment and Public Works Committee approved legidation dlowing the EPA
ombudsman to issue subpoenas while investigating complaints. The measure, S. 515, was passed
over the objections of EPA Adminigrator Todd Whitman, who clamed that the ombudsman
powers would hamper EPA’ s enforcement efforts.
http://www.govexec.com/dailyfed/0403/041003cdam3.htm

Lucas accuses Agriculture Department of hijacking funds (Oklahoman 5/3/2003) —
Representative Frank Lucas accused U.S. Agriculture Depatment officads of dphoning money
from the Environmentd Qudity Incentives Program to technicd assdance for other
consarvation programs. The farm bill included $695 million for fiscd year 2003 for programs
amed a waer and soil conservation, especidly regarding livestock-related problems. Instead,
much of the money is being used for the Wetlands Reserve Program. USDA officids cite the
FYQ03 spending hill, which dipulated that funding be “donated” from the Environmenta Qudity
Incentives Program and severa others.

Single source for grant information by October 2003 (Nationad Journd’s Technology Daily
4/29/2003) — Adminigration officids are working to develop a sngle Web dte for posting
information on dl avalable grants and dreamlining the grant application process. The new
system is expected to go online by October 2003. Multiple standards and eectronic grant
sysdems by separate agencies have made the grant gpplication process difficult, according to
surveys of grant recipients. The Health and Human Services Department is the lead agency.
http://www.govexec.com/dailyfed/0403/042903td2.hntm

GAO issues report on management and mission (Government Executive 4/21/2003) — A new
GAO report (03-446) reviewed severd federd agencies on how they dign management
drategies with program gods. The GAO, which brought management issues to the forefront in
the late 1990s, reviewed the Federad Emergency Management Agency, the General Services
Adminigration, the Internd Revenue Service, the Socid Security Adminidration, the Coast
Guard, and the U.S. Geologica Survey. Successful efforts made human resources managers and
line supervisors accountable for results and crested workforce councils, composed of senior
agency officids and human capitd leaders, to integrate efforts. The groups meet regularly to
review progress and monitor procedures.

http://www.govexec.com/dailyfed/0403/042103t1.htm
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STATE /LOCAL

State muddles through another month (Oklahoman 4/16/2003) — March revenues were 12.1%
below projections, and 0.4% below fiscd year 2002 revenues, according to officias with the
Office of State Finance. The revenue figures were in line with expectations set earlier this year.
Budget cuts, which were put into place in March, will remain in effect, but no additiond cuts are
necessary a this time. Revenues were down across-the-board, with the exception of gross
production taxes which came in Sgnificantly higher than expectations.

Legidature agrees on $1.95 billion package for schools (Oklahoman 4/2/2003) — Legidative
leaders and the Governor came to agreement on a $1.95 hillion financing package for common
education in Fiscd Year 2004. The funding is dightly larger than the $1.87 hillion that schools
are expecting to receive this year. The increase, while less than some education advocates would
like, promise to reduce classroom cuts that were being planned for next school year. The budget
isdightly less than what schools received in 2001

Legidative leaders and governor reach budget agreement (Oklahoman 4/9/2003) — Governor
Brad Henry and leadership from both parties reach agreement on a $5 hillion state budget for
fiscd year 2004. The budget increases some fees and cigarette taxes, but otherwise does not
include any generd tax increase. More than haf the budget - $2.875 hillion — is s&t for common
education, higher education, and CareerTech. Fee increases and bond refinancing are expected to
produce $227 million in additiona revenues for lavmakers to dlocate. Severd Republican
initiatives are part of the agreement, including funding common educetion fird, redricting use of
rany day funds incentives to consolidate school didricts, using zero-based budgeting, and
eiminating shortfdlsin the ad vaorem reimbursement fund.

Audit alleges misconduct in fuel storage tank funds (Oklahoman 4/30/2003) — An audit by
MSl Barnes & Associates, requested by the Oklahoma Legidature, reveded fraud and abuse that
might have contributed to tens of millions of dollars in misspent funds. The audit investigated
use of funds from the Oklahoma Petroleum Storage Tank Release Indemnity Fund, a fund
designated for cleanup of abandoned or leaking underground storage tanks. Severa ingtances of
crimind activity were turned over to the Oklahoma Attorney Generd’s office. State Auditor and
Ingpector Jeff McMahan has been asked to assigt in the invedtigation. As much as $35 million
may have been misspent in the “pay for performance’ contracts aone, according to the report.
Issues cited include not taking required bids, manipulating data, and multiple charges for the
same purchases. Tom Daxon, adminigrator for the Corporation Commisson, sad that despite
the problems uncovered by the audit, he hopes the program is not abandoned. The Legidature's
gopropriation of $38 million from the fund last year for the purposes of building a Nationd
Weather Center in Norman and a bioterrorism research center in Stillwater has added to the
controversy surrounding the fund.

State gets $1 million gift for science programs (Oklahoman 5/1/2003) — The Oklahoma Energy
Resources Board donated $1 million to launch the “Power Campaign”, a challenge to rase $5
million totd for school science programs. The campaign will run from late August until
Thanksgiving. The grant provides money for purchasing science equipment. School digtricts will
fill out agrant application before funding is distributed.

11



Henry reaches 100-day milestone (Oklahoman 4/21/2003) — Governor Brad Henry is
comfortable in his new job, and has achieved some impressive results early in his term. Notable
successes include passage of a hill referring the question of a sate lottery to a vote of the people.
Proceeds from the lottery would go to education. Another mgor accomplishment is the mark set
in his budget. Unlike many budgets produced by Oklahoma's governors, Henry's budget actudly
became the blueprint for the budget adopted by the House and Senate. Although complaints
came from both sdes of the ade, Henry’s budget — and negatiation sKkills gained in his ten years
in the tate Senate — became the template for legidative action.

Governor challenges agriculture board (Oklahoman 3/31/2003) — When Governor Henry
chose Terry Peach as his Secretary of Agriculture, he set up a chdlenge to the state Board of
Agriculture, where Kedting's Secretary of Agriculture now serves as Commissioner. In past
adminigrations, the Commissoner often resgned to dlow the Governor's Secretary of
Agriculture to serve in both postions, but this is not likely to be the case this time. Under the
Oklahoma Conditution, the Board of Agriculture has regulatory duties over agriculturd
activities in the state. Commissioner Dennis Howard was a voca advocate of water resources
protection and ar qudity standards. It is not certain how Terry Peach may differ, dthough it was
noted that Governor Henry accepted more than $16,400 from individuas and organizations tied
to the hog and poultry industries.

House approves water use redrictions (Oklahoman 4/3/2003) — The House approved Senate
Bill 288, which limits how much groundwater can be taken from a locd area Under exiging
law, groundwater withdrawas must not harm the annud yidd of a basn for a least 20 years.
The bill under consderation would extend that time. It aso places a moratorium on use of water
outsde of a county overlying the basn until a comprehensve sudy is completed to determine
the aquifer’s sudainable yidd. The measure, smilar to House Bill 1083, is amed a limiting
impacts of the planned waer development project in the Arbuckle-Smpson aquifer, which
would transfer water to townsin Canadian County.

Wheat harvest projected to be among top 5 (Oklahoman 5/3/2003) — Agriculture experts
expect this year's wheat crop to rank in the top 5 in the last 25 years. A survey of farms in
Oklahoma shows that freeze damage was minima and that precipitetion, while bdow normd,
came a the right times to aid wheat growth. North centra Oklahoma has the best prospects, with
subgtantid increases over last year in Mgor, Woodward, Woods, and Alfdfa counties. With sx
weeks to go before harvest, however, some cautioned that yields can quickly decline by more
than 30 percent if drought conditions worsen. Surveys indicate that between 4.5 and 5.04 million
acres were planted this year, compared to 3.5 million acres a year ago.
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Oklahoma L egidation:
Bills listed in the last issue as failing have been removed from this list. See the April summary
for more details.

HB 1051: “Oklahoma Cabon Sequedtration Enhancement Act”; develops plan to quantify
cabon sequedration activities, crestes advisory committee to Conservation Commission;
identify opportunities to participate in marketing & credits. Passed House 100-0, Passed Senate
43-0, In Conference.

HB 1083: sas criteria for determining maximum annud yidd for aquifers, based upon a
minimum basn life of 100 years, redricts permits for use outsde of counties overlaying the
aquifer. Passed House 82- 16, Passed Senate 27-13, In Conference.

HB 1512: “Oklahoma Emergency Management Act of 2003” — sets requirements for emergency
management offices and personnd; requires emergency preparedness plans, defines makeup of
advisory councils, defines hazard mitigation and management programs. Passed House 101-0,
Passed Senate 41-0, In Conference.

HJR 1024: Amend Oklahoma Conditution to authorize a program for beneficid utilizetion and
protection of natural resources, dedicates revenues for programs, mitigation, and liability. Passed
House 98- 1, Failed Senate 22-18, Motion to Reconsider expired.

SB 342: Funding for the Oklahoma Wind Power Initigtive at EVAC. Passed Senate 42-0, Passed
House 87-11, Conference Requested.

SB 429: Tax credit for new ethanol production facilities. Passed Senate 43-0, Passed House 96-3,
In Conference.

SB 547. Modifies gppointment of date climatologist; requires the Oklahoma Climatologica
Survey to maintain and operate the Oklahoma Mesonetwork. Passed Senate 41-0, Passed House
101-0, Senate conddering House Amendments.

SB 556: Creates Oklahoma Teecommunications Authority to “plan, promote, coordinate and
devdop a communications infrastructure that will provide a seamless delivery system for voice,
data and video cepacity throughout the dtate’. Passed Senate 40-0, Passed House 88-6, In
Conference.

SB 826:. Credaes office of Homeland Security within the Department of Public Safety. Passed
Senate 40-0, Passed House 91-1, In Conference.
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BUSINESS/ECONOMY

Economic outlook postive in April (AP/Oklahoman 4/30/2003) — Consumer confidence rose
19.6 points to 81.0 in April, marking the largest rise in more than a decade. Like its previous
21.7-point gan tha came on the heds of the Persan Gulf War, the increase is atributed to the
end of the war in Iraq. Analysts expect much of the gain to evaporate, but the survey pointed out
other postive, more lagting signas. The survey showed a “brisk” 1.3% increase in wages and
benefits during the firg three months of 2003, the biggest increase in nearly 13 years. Bendfit
cogts, paticularly hedth insurance and vacations, accounted for a much of the rise, but wages
rose one percent, double the rate of the previous three morths. Income growth is consdered a
key measure, because two-thirds of the U.S. economy is dependent upon consumer spending.

Economic signals mixed (USA Today 4/24/2003) — The Federd Reserve's “Beige Book”
survey showed continued weakness in the U.S. economy, but some positive sgns emerged. The
survey, named for the color of its cover, cited weak consumer spending, soft labor markets,
climbing office vacancy rates, and cautious business investing as concerns. The report adso noted
optimism among retalers, a declining rate of layoffs, increased travel in some regions, and home
refinancing as podtive indications. The survey covered a sx-week period ending just before the
fdl of Baghdad. The tenth didrict, which includes Oklahoma, showed “some dgns of
weekening’, incuding depressed retall sdes dower manufacturing activity, and a down
commercid red estate market.

Fed Chief sees gradual growth (AP/Oklahoman 5/1/2003) — Federd Reserve Charman Alan
Greengpan tedtified that he expects gradua improvement in the economy, now that the war in
Iraq is ended, but he left the door open for further stimuli should it not recover as expected.
Despite war uncertainties, higher energy prices, and shaky consumer confidence, the economy
grew at a rate of 1.6 percent in the first quarter of the caendar year. Greenspan noted that “a
number of dements’ are working in the direction of improvement during the second hdf of the
year. The Chairman aso repeated his oppostion to increasing federd deficits, noting that any tax
cuts should be offset by spending cuts or other tax increases.

Fed developing plans to spur economy (AP/Oklahoman 4/8/2003) — The Federd Reserve is
consgdering severa options to prop up the fragile economy. Options include purchasing longer-
term securities, lending to commercid banks, and capping potentid future rete increases. During
World War 1, the Fed purchased long-term Treasury securities, ingead of its typica focus on
short-term securities, in order to keep borrowing costs down. It dso has experimented with direct
lending, with the most recent example being $46 hillion lent to banks on September 12, 2001.
The fed is concerned about potentid deflation, and is moving to spark the economy before
falling prices can become entrenched.

Devon Energy becomes Oklahoma's largest company (Oklahoman 4/26/2003) — With the
merger of Ocean Energy, Devon Energy, Inc., based in Oklahoma City, became the largest
publicly traded company in the state and the largest independent oil and gas company in the
nation. The merger gives Devon proven oil and gas reserves of about 2.2 hillion bards of ail
equivdent, 84% of which is in North America The merger is Devon's sixth dnce 1997, and
third mgor transaction in less than two years.
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Natural gas prices expected to remain high through summer (Oklahoman 4/3/2003) — High
withdrawds of naturd gas from sorage during the latter hdf of the winter dropped Storage to
near-record lows. The demand created to fill Storage before next winter means that prices are
likely to remain high through the summer. Experts predict gas prices for the year to range from
$4.40 to $6 per thousand cubic feet, well above the $2 levels seen the last two summers. Anaysts
note that even with a 26% increase in drilling rigs as compared to the same time lagt year,
production may ill not meet demand. A hot summer could reduce the amount put into storage
and lead to shortages next winter. Analysts expect between 2.6 and 2.8 trillion cubic feet to be
avalable a the beginning of next winter; 3.2 trillion cubic feet were avalable a the dart of last
winter.

State oil and gas production decline five percent (Oklahoman 4/5/2003) — Natura ges
production in Oklahoma declined by sx percent and oil by four percent in the past year. The
figures, which are in line with nationd trends, were attributable to two main factors. a declining
number of new wels drilled and decreasing rates on new gas wells. Low oil and gas prices over
the past two years have contributed to the decline in exploration. Declining production rates are
perhaps more worrisome. In the early 1980s, natura gas wells would on average produce about
80 to 90 percent of the initid amount a year later. Now, new wdls are only producing about haf
as much after a year of operation. Part of the problem is due to the types of reservoirs tapped, but
adso technologicad advances have dlowed higher production during the firs year of operation,
tapping wdls much more quickly than before. Andysts have noted the problems in keeping up
with demand, and worry that the industry will not be adle to increase production sufficiently to
match new demands. Oil and gas revenues account for ten percent of Oklahoma s annual budget.

FPL announces new wind farm near Woodward (Oklahoman 4/29/2003) — FPL energy
announced plans to build a 51-megawett wind farm northwest of Woodward. Energy produced
from the wind farm will be sold to the Oklahoma Municipd Power Authority (OMPA). The
wind fam will have 34 1.5-megawatt turbines on 1,200 acres adong he Harper and Woodward
County lines in northwest Oklahoma. The turbines will produce enough energy to power 15,000
homes. FPL won the bid from OMPA in early April and expects to have the facility operationd
by the end of the year. OMPA, which digtributes energy to 35 municipaly-owned eectric
sysems, will dso build a naturd gasfired generation near Ponca City, which it can use to
supplement the intermittent nature of wind power. Recently, Wesern Famers Electric
Cooperative announced plans to build a64-megawait wind farm near Lawton and Oklahoma Gas
& Electric plansto build a 50- megawait facility in Oklahoma by the end of the year.

State Farm adds customers in Oklahoma (Oklahoman 4/3/2003) — State Farm, the largest
insurance provider in Oklahoma, ended its nine-month moratorium on new homeowner policies.
The moratorium was established in response to excessve growth of six percent, well above the
two percent growth the company had projected. Slowing growth and higher insurance rates have
tempered demand, dlowing the company to resume issuing new policies. Rates have increased
due to wesather-rdlaed clams, increased costs of building materias, the grester use of eectronics
in homes, and the poor performance of invesments, which had been used in previous years to
partidly offset claims codts.
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WEATHER

Storms kill more men than women (University of Fittsburgh 4/28/23) — A study conducted by
the Univergty of Pittsburgh Medica Center found that men are more than twice as likely to die
during thunderstorms than are women, and most cases involve a vehicle or sports. Hash floods
and lightning drikes are the primary culprits. For the flash flood cases, many were associated
with atempts to drive through the water; lightning took its toll on those engaged in sports or
recregtional activities or work-related activitiess Two thirds of the 1442 deaths sudied,
encompassing the period 1994-2000, occurred outside the home. The most frequent activities at
the time of death for each of the categories were: br flash floods — driving (65%); from lightning
— gports and recreation (36%) or work (22%); from tornadoes — outdoor activities (40%) or
driving (23%); and high winds— driving (36%) or boating/fishing (23%).

http://www.eurekaert.org/pub _rel eases/2003-04/uopm sdo042403.php

Wildfire detection gets boost from NASA (Rochester Indtitute of Technology 4/9/20003) — A
new tool developed by the Rochester Inditute of Technology will help detect wildfires as smdl
as a foot in diameter from an dtitude of 10,000 feet. The Wildfire Airborne Sensor Program
(WASP) is a remote sendang tool that combines high-resolution visble digitd “mapping”
cameras with a geographic podtioning system and data interpretation. Three infrared cameras,
each of which reads a different spectrd band, are mounted on an aircraft. Data from each camera
are combined to produce amosaic, which is then spectraly analyzed to detect afire.
http://www.eurekaert.org/pub _rel eases’2003-04/riot-nwr040903.php

Check the bacteria beach forecast (USGS 3/20/2003) — The U.S. Geologicd Survey developed
a method to predict E. Coli bacteria levels a Lake Erie urban beaches. The method takes into
account wegther and environmenta conditions and can make a forecast within two hours of deata
collection. The technique improves upon exising practices, which take at least 18 hours to
provide results. Factors vary by location. Lake Erie beaches included factors such as wave
height, number of birds on the beach, lake-current direction, rainfdl, turbidity, and streamflow of
a nearby river. An inland lake included factors such as time of the year, wind direction and
speed, number of birds, and rainfdl. It is adapteble to other locations, provided locd
environmenta factors are considered.

http://Amww.usgs.gov/public/press/public_affairs/press releases/prl740m.html
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CLIMATE

Middle Ages were warmer than present (Harvard Universty 3/31/2003) — Researchers at
Harvard Universty have assembled a review of more than 200 climate studies that leads them to
conclude that the 20™ century is neither the warmest nor has the most extreme wesather in recent
history. The study confirmed that the Medieva Warm Period of 800 to 1300 A.D. and the Little
Ice Age of 1300 to 1900 were worldwide phenomena, and not just limited to Europe and North
America. The study reviewed more than 240 research papers and a variety of indices, including
tree rings, ice cores and historicd accounts. Their findings indicated that 20" century
temperatures are generaly cooler than during the pesk of medievd warmth. The research was
conducted by Willie Soon and Sdlie Bdiunas (Smithosonian), Craig Idso and Sherwood 1dso
(Center for he Study of Carbon Dioxide and Globa Change) and David Legates (Center for
Climatic Research, Univergty of Deawae). The research will gppear in the Energy and
Environment Journal and a shorter paper gppeared in the January 31, 2003 issue of Climate
Research. The study was funded by NASA, the Air Force Office of Scientific Research, NOAA,
and the American Petroleum Indiitute.

http://cfa-www.harvard.edu/press/pr0310.html

El Nino linked to air pollution (NASA 4/2/2003) — The mogt intense globa pollution from fires
occurred during droughts caused by ElI Nino, paticularly those during 1997 and 1998.
Researchers at Harvard universty used satellite Ozone mapping data to quantify smoke from
biomass burning over a 20-year period. Biomass burning produces as much pollution as the use
of fossl fuds in fact drought-induced fires during the 1997-98 El Nino event produced 30%
more carbon monoxide than what was emitted from fossl fud combugion. The study was
published in the Journal of Geophysical Research — Atmospheres.
http:/Aww.gsfc.nasa.gov/news-rel ease/rel eases/2003/h03- 128.htm

NASA begins continuous monitoring of Earth’s carbon (NASA 4/23/2003) — Using a vaiety
of sadlite and surface-based measurements, NASA has begun near-weekly production of
composite maps of “net primary production” of carbon. The composite maps, updated every
eght days, indicates how much carbon dioxide is taken up by vegetation in photosynthesis and
rdeased during respiration. “We ae literdly watching the globad garden grow” says Steve
Running, Science Team member. In addition to monitoring net carbon storage, the maps can be
used to monitor desertification, the effects of droughts, and impacts of climate change on
vegetation. The new maps may dso help better manage crop production, rangeland grazing, and
forest management. Movies of the images show an dmost immediate response of land plants to
changing weether patterns, as wel as seasond cycles. It dso shows that photosynthesis in the
oceansis roughly equd to the land.

http://www.gsfc.nasa.gov/news-rel ease/rel eases/2003/03-41.htm

17



ENVIRONMENT

Pollution declines (AP/Oklahoman 4/17/2003) — A new sudy shows that ar pollution in North
America has declined 5% in five years. The Commisson for Environmental Cooperation, set up
as pat of the North American Free Trade Agreement, noted a 28% decline in chemicds emitted
into the ar and 41% increase in chemicads sent to landfills. A totd of 3.6 million tons of
pollution was either emitted or transferred off-gte in 2000, 1.5 million tons of it going into the
ar, water or ground, according to the study.

Emissions standards effective (Nationa Academies 4/23/2003) — Carbon monoxide emissons
controls have been remarkably effective, according to a recent study by the National Research
Council. Since the early 1970s, violations of cabon monoxide dsandards have declined
dramaticdly. Today, only a few locations principaly &ffected by loca topography and
inversons, suffer violations. The report attributes improvement to emissions controls on vehicles
developed in the 1970s and an aggressve cabon monoxide monitoring network. Although
violations are few and emissons controls on carbon dioxide do not need to be tightened,
according to the report, monitoring is ill essentid. Other pollutants often accompany carbon
monoxide, and detecting increased levels of carbon monoxide can serve as an indication of other
more serious hedlth problems.

http://mwww4.nati onal academi es.org/news.nsf/isbn/030908923970penDocument

Clean Air hearing held (NRCS 4/21/2003) — On April 8, the Senate Environment and Public
Works Committees Clean Air, Climate Change, and Nuclear Safety Subcommittee held
hearings on pending legidation to amend the Clean Air Act. Proposed changes would epsand the
cap and trade program with the god of reducing pollution. EPA  Adminigrator Whitman
supported the legidation that includes the Adminidrations Clean Skies Program for reducing
mercury, nitrous oxide, and sulfur dioxide. Others tedtified that the program should be expanded
to include carbon dioxide and carbon trading programs.

California farmers need air pollution permits (AP/Oklahoman 4/5/2003) — Farmers in
Cdifornia are now required to obtain permits to operate stationary equipment, such as irrigation
pumps. Until now, famers have been exempt from Clean Air Act requirements even though
findings suggest that agricultural production sources account for most of the soot and one-quarter
of the smog production in Cdifornias centrd valey. Farmers must obtain a permit for dationary
diesd fud engines by May 14 and by August 1 for naturd-gas engines. Cranes, bulldozers,
harvesters, tractors or mobile generators are exempt from the rules.

Neighbors fight wetlands project (AP/Oklahoman 4/7/2003) — Neighbors of a Ramona, OK
property owner are chalenging his decison to deveop a 186-acre wetlands project on his land.
The project is funded by the Natural Resources Conservation Service, which, according to the
landowner, assured him that locd permits would not be required. Neighbors clam that both a
locd floodplan management board and the Federd Emergency Management Agency require
permits. The neighbors are concerned that dtering the flow of water could create flooding
problems on adjacent lands. A judge’ s decision is expected soon.
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Gulf Coast sinking (NOAA 4/16/2003) — An anayss by the Nationa Oceanic and Atmospheric
Adminigration and Nationd Geodetic Survey shows portions of coastd Louisana and
Mississppi are sinking at the rate of up to one foot per decade. At the present rate of subsidence,
15,000 sguare miles d land in Louisana could be beow sea level within the next 70 years. The
improved mapping will be coupled with forecast models to improve storm surge and flood
forecads. In addition, NOAA is working with dtate and loca agencies to assess vulnerability and
develop long-term coasta reclamation to halt the subsidence.

http://www.publicaffai rs.noaa.gov/rel eases2003/apr03/noaad3r248.html

‘Black Tide' caused extensive coral damage (NASA 4/17/2003) — In January 2002, a massve
dgee bloom, reated to but more extensve than the annud ‘red-tide’, developed off southern
Florida The bloom appeared as black water on satellite images. The bloom contained a high
abundance of microscopic plants, fed by nutrients from runoff from winter sorms in the
Everglades. The bloom decreased sunlight penetrating the oceans surface, leading to a 70 percent
decrease in stony cord cover, a 40% reduction of coral species, and a near-dimingion of sponge
colonies a two reef dtes after the dark water passed. The water circulated for nearly 4 months
between the FHorida mainland and the Keys, before passng out into the Atlantic where the toxins
and microscopic plants were dispersed. The study was featured in a recent issue of Geophysicad
Research Letters.

http://www.gsfc.nasa.gov/news-rel ease/rel eases/2003/03-39.htm

Chicken lagoons investigated (Oklahoman 3/30/2003) — Oklahoma officids are daming that
Missouri lagoons containing chicken waste are lesking more than dlowable dandards. The
difficulty is that while Oklahoma dlows a rate of 500 gdlons per acre of surface water per day,
Missouri standards are less dringent. The lagoons, owned by Simmons Foods, Inc., have been
documented as leaking 900 gdlons per acre of surface water per day. The discharge goes into
tributaries feeding into Grand Lake in northeastern Oklahoma When asked about Missouri’s
standards, a regiond director for the Missouri Depatment of Naturd Resources declined to
release the figures because of pending litigation. [Note: wouldn’t these standards fall under open
records acts requirements?]

Litter study results not promisng (AP/Oklahoman 4/15/2003) — Research conducted by the
Universty of Arkansas and USDA Agricultura Research Service showed inconclusive results in
a test desgned to reduce phosphorus content in runoff from chicken litter applications. The
process being tested involved drying the litter and making pellets. In a fidd tes, the pdlets were
compared to direct gpplication of raw litter and litter treated with duminum sulfate. Runoff from
each 5foot by 20-foot section was tested for phosphorus and nitrogen. Researchers had expected
that the pellets would decrease the surface area of litter exposed to rainwater, but no conclusons
could be drawn. The researchers pointed out that the source of the litter in the three test
goplications were of unknown origin, and plan to repest the experiment usng litter from a sngle
source with acommon diet.
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Carson says conflict of interest hampers Tar Creek cleanup (AP/Oklahoman 4/26/2003) —
The Tar Creek watershed in northeastern Oklahoma has been on the EPA Superfund list for two
decades a a cost of $100 million, but little tangible assistance has come to area residents.
Representative Brad Carson, whose didtrict includes the area, says that conflicts of interest
between various federa agencies and Indian lands may be to blame for the delays. A report is
expected to be released soon by the White House Council on Environmenta Quality. Severd
prominent officids have advocated relocating resdents and cregting a wetlands, but locd
oppogtion to buyouts make some legidators more cauious. The 40-square mile dte is dotted
with mountains of leed-contaminated mine waste, mine collgpses, and open shafts.

Carson plans to introduce Tar Creek legidation (Oklahoman 5/2/2003) — Representative Brad
Carson announced his plans to introduce legidation that would provide $50 million to buy out
homes and businesses in Picher and Cardin, the two towns in the Tar Creek watershed most
affected by the mining waste. The announcement came a the same time as Senator Jm Inhoffe
announced an agreement between the EPA, Interior Department, and the Army Corps of
Engineers on a plan to clean up the watershed. Carson's plan mirrors one introduced by
Governor Frank Kesating in 2000, in which the area would be turned into wetlands, grasdands,
and lakes. The White House Council on Environmentad Quadlity has been studying the proposd,
but its report has not yet been released. Inhoffe, charman of the Senate Committee on
Environment and Public Works, rgected the Keating Task Force proposad and sought
cooperation among the three affected federal agenciesto devise a solution instead.

Inhoffe says Carson lacks scientific and technical expertise (Oklahoman 5/3/2003) — Senator
Jm Inhoffe criticized Representative Brad Carson’s plan for buying out homes in Picher ad
Cardin. Inhoffe clams the problems in the Tar Creek watershed are more involved than moving
people away from the area, and said that Caron lacks scientific and technical expertise to devise
a proposa addressing rehabilitation of Tar Creek. A spokesman for Inhoffe said that the Senator
wanted to see the andyds from the White House Council on Environmentd Quality before
making any judgment on dternatives. Inhoffe, meanwhile, praised an agreement by three federd
agencies to coordinate efforts on the problem, even though the agreement offered few specific
proposas. Carson, Governor Henry and former Governor Keating have al expressed frustration
a how long federa agencies have taken in devisng aplan.
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

Lawmakers criticize science funding imbalance (Nationd Journd’'s Technology Daly
4/3/2003) — Senators on both sdes of the aide criticized the adminigration on its falure to
follow through on proposed incresses in the National Science Foundation budget. Under an
agreement lagt fall, the NSF was dated to double its budget by 2008 in order to come into parity
with the life sciences budgets of other agencies. Senators Kit Bond (R-MO) and Barbara
Mikulski (D-MD) noted the proposed FY04 budget includes only a 3.2% increase in NSF
funding, even though the Presdents Council of Advisors on Science and Technology
recommended a more subgtantid increase. The senators dso criticized the 70 percent cut in
funding for the “tech tdent” program amed a undergraduates in engineering and mathematics.
Another target of criticiam was the NSF's perceved deays in implementing recommended
changes for their management of large facility projects, epecidly given that NSF has not sought
additiond funding to hire necessary personnd to implement those changes. Senator Bond said
the digparity in funding “has put our nation's capabilities for scientific innovation a risk and,
equally important, at risk of faling behind other industrid nations.”
http://www.govexec.com/dailyfed/0403/040303td1.htm

Representative taking stock of research and development projects (Naiond Journd’s
Technology Daily 4/7/2003) — Horida Representative Adam Putnam plans to take a close look at
the federd research agenda. Putnam, chairman of the House Government Reform Technology,
Information Policy, Intergovernmental Relaions and the Census Subcommittee, wants to look at
how federd research dollas ae spent. This would include reviewing efforts a federd
departments as wel as projects outsourced to private inditutions and universities. In addition,
Putnam plans to review progress on the federd government's 24 e-government initiatives, with
particular attention to digital archives and standards to store e ectronic documents.
http://www.govexec.com/dailyfed/0403/040703td1.htm

National Academy president urges science in policy making (National Academies 4/28/2003)
— In an address to the Academy’s 140" annua meeting, National Academy of Sciences president
Bruce Alberts sad scientits can hep governments by providing scientific evidence necessary
for sound policy-making. In his address, Alberts stated: “Because our reports are based on the
best science, their truths will be long-lagting, surviving long after the persondities and politics of
the day have disappeared.” The Nationd Academy is pivotd in bringing science to the world,
especidly in deveoping countries, according to Alberts. Recommendations from the Academy
have dso helped dructure Americas response to terrorism, including crestion of an
Undersecretary  for Science and Technology within the Depatment of Homeland Security.
Alberts cdled upon the scentific community to change incentive dructures which he termed
“much too risk averse’ for young scientists. Reviewer, Alberts cautions, tend to invest in ‘safe
science, cregting a damping effect on innovation. He cites work-force skills that include “a high
capacity for abdract, conceptua thinking and the ability to gpply that thinking to complex red-
world problems that are nongandard, full of ambiguities, and have more than one right answer”
and agues that science education must focus more on “learning how to learn” rather than
imparting knowledge of past discoveries.

http:/AMww4.nati onal academi es.org/nas/nashome.nsf/urllinkNAS-5L WK A9
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New R&D system needed for education (Nationd Academies 4/3/2003) — A new report by the
Nationd Research Council, “Strategic Education Research Partnership”, concludes that more
work needs to be done in order to better link scientists with educators. The report proposes the
creation of a Strategic Education Research Partnership (SERP) that would “marsha scientific
knowledge, financid resources, and the expertise of teachers to consderably boost student
achievement.” Through SERP, stientists, educators, and policy-makers would collaborate on
researchrbased knowledge to criticaly assess what works and expand the most effective
gpproaches. The Partnership would consst of a centrd headquarters that would oversee a
program of resesarch and dissemination of results, teams of highly skilled practitioners and
researchers to study specific topics, and fidd dtes that would participate in studies, smilar to
teeching hospitdls in the medicd professon. Implementing the partnership would involve a
compact of dates, federd authorities, science foundations, and businesses. The price tag, the
NRC edtimates, would be $500 million over a seven to ten year period, which is equivdent to
only 0.5% of the nationa educeation budget.

http://mwww4.nati onal academi es.org/news.ns/isbn/0309088798?OpenDocument

Keck Futures Initiative boost to interdisciplinary research (Nationa Academies 4/15/2003) —
The W.M. Keck Foundation and the National Academies of Sciences are undertaking a 15-year,
$0 million initiative to improve interdisciplinary reseerch. The Futures Initiative is desgned to
break down conceptud and inditutional bariers to interdisciplinary research and to gimulate
new modes of inquiry, providing a counterbdance to the tendency to isolate research within
academic fidds The initigive will feature semi-annud gaherings of outstanding researchers
from diverse disciplines, award seed grants, reward tdented communicators who can synthesize
technical issues, and conduct studies on ways to facilitate productive interdisciplinary research.
http://mwww4.nati onal academi es.org/news.nsf/ishn/0415200370OpenDocument

Bridging the Internet divide (UCAR 4/7/2003) — A recent study conducted by Andrew
Gettdman a NCAR highlights the problems of getting information in the devdoping world.
Nationa meteorological services rey on poor-quaity information from neighboring countries
and have few predictive tools to ad them in forecasting and warning. The information divide
mirrors the digitd divide, according to Gettleman. Due to a lack of communications
infrastructure, even good information from the more developed countries cannot be effectively
transmitted to nationd met services, much less the affected public. The divide dso impedes the
ability to collect observations, for ether climate or wesather, from the developing countries.
http:/Amww.ucar.edu/communi cations/newsre eases’2003/gettel man.html

NSF at cutting edge of data mining (Nationa Journd’s Technology Daly 4/18/2003) — The
Nationd Science Foundation is providing $4 million over two years as part of the Management
of Knowledge Intensve Dynamic Systems (MKIDS) program. MKIDS is desgned to search
vad amounts of daa and pinpoint events of interest. Anticipated gpplications including
deveoping technology that will help organizations make better decisons and monitoring an
organization's response to decisons. A project & Canegie Mdlon Universty will use e-mal,
phone cdls, and personnd databases to extragpolate an organization's dructure and highlight
likely failure points. NSF has been a leader in information technology and nanotechnology in
recent years.

http://www.govexec.com/dailyfed/0403/041803td1.htm
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Genome research completed (AP/Oklahoman 4/15/2003) — An internationa consortium  of
scientists announced that the human genome has been mapped to an accuracy of 99.99 percent.
The ‘rough draft’ was completed in 2000. The human genome contains 3.12 hillion pairs of
chemicals that compose between 35,000 and 40,000 genes. The project was begun in 1990, and
expected to take 15 years to complete. It was completed two years ahead of schedule, and its
$2.7 billion cost was under budget. The database, which is public, is expected to be the basis for
rgpid advancements in biology and medicine.

Fingers move water deep in soil (EurekAlert! 2/14/2003) — Researchers a the University of
Cdifornia-Riversde found the development of fingers that move water through coarse soil. The
researchers used three years of field experiments and observations to construct a mode for
digribution of rainfdl and irrigation. The results showed the development of narrow channds,
cdled fingers, in coarse soil, even when there are no apparent cracks or holes. As little as five
centimeters of water in dry soil can develop fingers that move more than one meter. The
pathways remain active for as long as a month later, moving subsequent weter to the same
places. The findings suggest that longer, less frequent watering might decrease the possibility of
developing fingers, which in turn reduces the transport of water and chemicds beow the root
zone of plants.

http://www.eurekaert.org/pub rel eases/2003-02/asoa- dwf021103.php
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